Demonstrate Opposition

to

Stupak/Pitts Amendment

NOW Chapters and women’ rights supporters must continue to speak out against the
Stupak/Pitts Amendment and any such type of amendment that may be included in the
Senate version of the Health Care Reform Package.

Join

NOW-New York State

in New York City to send a message to Senator Schumer
OR

Coordinate an Action in your home town.
See separate flyer for date and time of demonstration in NYC.
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Below are locations of Senator Schumer’s District offices:
Albany, Leo O’Brien Office, Pearl Street
Binghamton, 15 Henry Street
Buffalo, 130 South EImwood Avenue

Hudson Valley, One Park Place, Peekskill

Long Island, 145 Pine Lawn Road, Melville

Rochester, 100 State Street
Syracuse, 100 South Clinton Street
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NOW-New York State, 1500 Central Avenue, Albany, NY 12205
Phone: 518-452-3944, Fax: 518-452-3861
WWW.Nnownys.org
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Why We Must Take Action!

The Senate will soon begin floor debate on the most important health care legislation (S. 1796) in
decades. Women have much to gain from both Senate and House bills, which end insurance industry
abuses and extend coverage to millions currently uninsured, but we are not willing to pay for this with an
accompanying rollback of women's fundamental and constitutional rights. Several senators who oppose
abortion rights are said to be planning to offer an amendment like the sweeping abortion prohibition
offered by Reps. Bart Stupak (D-Mich.) and Joseph Pitts (R-Penn.) and adopted by the House on Nov. 7.

Reportedly, Sens. Ben Nelson (D-Neb.) and Bob Casey (R-Penn.) may offer a version of the Stupak-Pitts
Amendment to be attached to the Senate bill. That means, in all likelihood, if the Senate adopts this
harmful amendment, it will remain in the final Senate-House conference bill and become law.
Alternatively, a modified variation of Stupak-Pitts could be incorporated into the bill. Either way,
millions of women lose -- big time.

What is the Stupak/Pitts Amendment?

It is a ban on abortion coverage and would apply to both the proposed public option and to private health
insurance plans sold in the new regional health insurance exchanges. It is estimated that some 36 million
uninsured persons would be purchasing insurance policies through new exchanges and would be eligible
for federal affordability subsidies.

Health insurers may not sell plans that cover abortion to customers who are paying without a subsidy, if
even just one person who is receiving the federal affordability credits (the subsidy) were to purchase a
plan. In other words, even if you are paying 100 percent of your insurance costs, abortion coverage would
not be available in your plan if anyone with affordability credits joins the same plan.

Women may purchase a separate abortion "rider" for coverage, though many doubt that these riders
would be offered by the insurance companies.

Small companies (fewer than 100 employees) would also likely purchase health insurance through the
exchange, but if any of their employees received affordability credits no abortion coverage could be
included.

Eighty-seven percent of employer-based insurance plans now cover abortion services, but if employers
withdraw coverage and send their employees to the health insurance exchanges, those employees would
likely lose abortion coverage under these new prohibitions.

Join us by Taking Action NOW!

There may be a modified version of this harmful amendment that is included in the Senate health care
reform bill that will be debated next week. We want to make sure that Stupak-Pitts language is not used
and that no variation of this harmful amendment is passed. Please send a message to Senator Schumer that
you oppose any restrictions on insurance coverage of abortion. Thank you for all the work you do for
women's rights.



